
An Coiste um Achomhairc 
Foraoiseachta 
Forestry Appeals Committee 

15 May 2020 

Subject: Appeal FAC129/2019 against licence CN83345 

Dear 

I refer to the appeal to the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) in relation to the above licence issued by 

the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine. The FAC established in accordance with Section 14 A 

(1) of the Agriculture Appeals Act 2001 has now completed an examination of the facts and evidence 

provided by all parties to the appeal. 

Background 

Licence CN83345 for afforestation of 13.36 ha at Kiladoon, Co. Sligo was issued by the Department of 

Agriculture, Food and the Marine on 30th April 2019. 

Hearing 

A hearing of appeal FAC129/2019 was held by the FAC on 131h May 2020. 

FAC Members: Mr. Des Johnson (Chairperson), Mr. Jim Byrne, Mr. Pat Coman, Mr. Vincent Upton 

Decision 

The Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) considered all of the documentation on the file, including 

application details, processing of the application by Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

(DAFM) and the grounds of appeal, before deciding to cancel the decision regarding CN83345. 

The proposal is for afforestation on a stated site area of 13.36ha in 5 plots at Kiladoon, County Sligo. The 

site slope is moderate, and no drainage is required. Mounding is proposed as is herbicide control. It is 

stated that road access is provided. 

The DAFM referred the proposal to Sligo County Council and Inland Fisheries. In response, Sligo Co. Co 

raised no objection in principle but referred to the need to protect water quality and recommended 

buffer zones of 25m to any watercourses. Inland Fisheries stated that the lands are adjacent to a 

tributary stream of Lough Arrow, which is an important trout fishery. A stream running along the 

southern site boundary provides trout spawning habitat downstream and this is a valuable fishery. 

Conditions recommended in the event of approval being granted include an aquatic buffer of 15m along 
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all watercourses and a limitation on groundworks when soils are saturated or during wet weather 

conditions. An internal archaeologist's report notes that there is a large ringfort on the site, another 

possible barrow-like feature and an historic farmyard. The DAFM approved the Licence on 30th April 

2019. 

There is a single appeal against the approval of the Licence. The grounds contend that there is a 

dangerous bend north and south of the plantation area resulting in danger during planting, thinning and 

clearfelling. The County Development Plan indicates this as a scenic route with views to be preserved. 

The appellant questions if archaeological recommendations have been incorporated into the decision. 

There are large amounts of similar plantation in the area and more in the application process within 3km 

radius. There would be a detrimental impact on the environment and on people living in the area 

resulting from rural isolation and interruption of phone and internet signals. There is no evidence that 

cumulative impacts were considered. 

In response, the DAFM state that standard setbacks were required along public roads, the archaeologist 

will be involved at a later stage and a response had been received from Sligo Co Co. 

The DAFM pre-screening report focused on 2 Natura 2000 sites, namely Lough Arrow SAC and SPA. A 

handwritten note refers to the River Unshin SAC. This screening listed sites within a 3km radius. The 

FAC considers that, in the particular circumstances of this proposal a screening under the provisions of 

the Habitats Directive should consider all Natura 2000 sites within a 15km radius and this would include 

5 SACS and 1 SPA. As such, the FAC considers that the DAFM screening is inadequate and does not meet 

the requirements of the Habitats Directive. 

The FAC requested further information from the DAFM in relation to other plans and projects in the area 

and in relation to the screening process for appropriate assessment and whether or not mitigation 

measures had been considered in the process. In response, the DAFM stated that it took standards of 

good forestry practice into consideration as mitigation measures in terms of their potential to avoid or 

reduce effects on a Natura 2000 site and, if screened again, under new procedures adopted by DAFM, 

the proposal would not be screened out for appropriate assessment. No details of other plans and 

projects were submitted. 

Addressing the specific grounds of appeal, the FAC noted that Sligo County Council did not raise any 

objections on amenity grounds or in relation to traffic safety resulting from the proposed development, 

and the FAC considered that cancellation of the licence would not be merited for these reasons. This is a 

rural agricultural area with a dispersed settlement pattern and significant but scattered areas of 

forestry. The FAC concluded that the proposed development would not be out of character with the 

existing pattern of development in the area and would not have undue impact on the amenities of 

property in the area. The FAC considered that no convincing evidence had been presented to indicate 

that the proposal would adversely impact on telephone or internet services in the area. 

Page 2 of 3 



Based on the information before it, including the DAFM response to the FAC request for further 
information, the FAC concluded that a Stage 1 screening, as required under the provisions of the 
Habitats Directive was not satisfactorily carried out prior to the granting of the licence. In particular, the 
FAC concluded that the possibility of significant effects on all Natura 2000 sites within a 15km radius of 
the project site should have been carried out but was not carried out in this case. The FAC also noted 
that no details have been provided, and no assessment undertaken, of other projects in the area with 
the possibility of contributing to cumulative effects on any Natura 2000 site or on the environment. For 
this reason, the FAC has decided to cancel the decision to approve a licence. 

Yours sincerely, 
1 

Pat Coman on behalf of the Forestry Appeals Committee 
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